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In line with Executive Instrument (E.I. 1), January 2025 
(Civil Service (Ministries) Instrument, 2025) and section 11 
and 13 of the Civil Service Law (PNDCL 327), the Ministry 
of Sports and Recreation is mandated to formulate and 
implement government policies for the Sports and 
Recreation sector.

Based on section 13 of the Civil Service Law, 1993 
(PNDCL 327), the functions of the Ministry of Sports 
and Recreation are:

Formulate/review national policies, strategies and 
frameworks for the development of the sports and 
recreation sector

Coordinate and facilitate the development of sports and 
recreational infrastructure, talents, human resources, and 
administrative and operational ethics

Undertake research to inform policies and programmes and Undertake research to inform policies and programmes and 
promote the use of technology and innovation in sports 
and recreation.

Monitor the sports and recreational infrastructure to ensure 
efficient and effective use and maintenance

Provide the framework, policy guidelines and standards for Provide the framework, policy guidelines and standards for 
the training and capacity-building of sports personnel and 
professional

Facilitate the development of policies, programmes and 
projects for equitable and inclusive participation in sports 
and recreation

Foster partnerships with global sports bodies and promote Foster partnerships with global sports bodies and promote 
international sports diplomacy.

Coordinate the representation and participation in 
international and global sports fora and events to enhance 
national pride and global competitiveness.

Facilitate the mobilization and ensure the efficient Facilitate the mobilization and ensure the efficient 
utilisation of resources for sport infrastructure 
development.

The Ministry of Sports and Recreation 
exists to develop, promote and sustain 
accessible and inclusive sports and 
recreation ecosystem, foster opportunities 
through sector policies, programs and 
partnerships to enhance individual 
well-being, national unity and achieve 
local alocal and international competitiveness.

Enhanced sports and recreation 
ecosystem for personal well-being, 
international competitiveness and 
sustainable development. 

Enhance sports and recreational 
infrastructure. 

Build capacity for sports and 
recreational development.

Ensure sustainable funding sources for 
the growth and development of sports.
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Ghana to Host 24th African Senior Athletics 
Championships in 2026 

Ghana  is set to host the highly anticipated 24th 
African Senior Athletics Championships, following the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
between key stakeholders. The agreement was 
formalized during a recent ceremony attended by the 
President of the Confederation of African Athletics 
(CAA), Mr. Hamad Kalkaba Malboum, and the Chief 
Executive Officer of the Confederation, Mr. Lamine 
Fati, alongside Ghanaian officials. 

The MoU was signed between the Confederation of 
African Athletics, Ghana Athletics, and the Government 
The MoU was signed between the Confederation of 
African Athletics, Ghana Athletics, and the Government 
of Ghana, represented by Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams, 
Minister for Sports and Recreation. The agreement 
confirms that the championships will take place from 
May 12th to 17th, 2026, at the University of Ghana 
Sports Stadium in Legon, Accra.

This marks a significant milestone in Ghana’s This marks a significant milestone in Ghana’s 
preparations for the continental event, with stakeholders 
working collaboratively to ensure its success. Hon. Kofi 
Adams expressed confidence in Ghana’s readiness, 
highlighting the support from President John Dramani 
Mahama. He noted that President John Dramani 
Mahama has prioritized opportunities like this, with 
provisions made in the national budget to upgrade 
critical sports infrastructure.

Hon. Adams emphasized that hosting the championships 
presents an excellent opportunity for Ghana to focus on 
sports infrastructure development,  which will have 
lasting benefits for the country’s athletic programs. He 
assured that Ghana is committed to delivering a 
memorable event that will showcase its capabilities on 
the global stage, attracting global attention and 
reinforcing its position as a capable host of major 
sporting events.

Meanwhile, Mr. Hamad Kalkaba Malboum commended 
Ghana for positioning itself strongly among contenders 
Meanwhile, Mr. Hamad Kalkaba Malboum commended 
Ghana for positioning itself strongly among contenders 
like Botswana for the hosting rights. He urged Ghana to 
demonstrate the spirit of Pan-Africanism through the 
successful organization and execution of the 
championships. Malboum also expressed gratitude to 
Ghana’s leadership, praising President John Dramani 
Mahama for his strong support and good governance 
over the past year.

The upcoming championships are expected to draw elite The upcoming championships are expected to draw elite 
athletes from across Africa, further elevating Ghana’s 
status as a hub for international sports. The event aligns 
with Ghana’s broader sports development agenda, 
emphasizing the promotion of athletics excellence 
across the continent and fostering unity through sports.

As Ghana prepares to host this prestigious event, the As Ghana prepares to host this prestigious event, the 
nation looks forward to showcasing its infrastructural 
and organizational capabilities while celebrating the 
continent’s athletic talent on a grand stage.
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Ghana Takes A Bold Step Toward Clean And 
Credible Sports with Swearing-in of First 
National Anti-Doping Board

In a move to uphold integrity and fairness in sports in 
Ghana, the Ministry of Sports and Recreation, today 
officially inaugurated its first National Anti-Doping 
Board, marking a significant milestone in the country’s 
sporting journey. The ceremony, led by Hon. Kofi Iddie 
Adams, Chief Director of the Ministry, saw the 
swearing-in of distinguished officials who will oversee 
the country’s anti-doping efforts under the newly 
enacted Anti-Doping Act, 2024.

Delivering an inspiring address, Hon. Adams 
commended the new board members for their dedication 
Delivering an inspiring address, Hon. Adams 
commended the new board members for their dedication 
and emphasized the importance of their role in 
safeguarding Ghana’s sporting reputation. “Public 
service demands sacrifice and courage,” he stated. 
“Today, you accept responsibility not for fame or fortune 
but for the integrity of our athletes and the credibility of 
Ghanaian sport.”

The event signifies a transition from legislative The event signifies a transition from legislative 
framework to active implementation, with Ghana now 
fully committed to aligning with international 
anti-doping standards. President Nana Akufo-Addo’s 
government, under the leadership of President John 
Dramani Mahama, has prioritized sports integrity by 
passing the Anti-Doping Act and establishing a 
dedicated National Anti-Doping Agency (GADA). The 
swearing-in of the board is the latest step, designed to 
provide strategic direction, credibility, and sustainability 
to Ghana’s anti-doping initiatives.

“Decades of pride and dignity have been carried by our 
athletes,” Adams highlighted. “But as sport becomes 
more globalized, the challenges grow. Doping threatens 
health, credibility, and core values of competition. It is 
our duty to protect our athletes and preserve Ghana’s 
reputation.”

The new board members include Prof. Francis Dodoo as The new board members include Prof. Francis Dodoo as 
Chairperson, along with other esteemed experts and 
officials from various sectors, all tasked with ensuring 
the effective implementation of anti-doping policies. 
Adams urged them to prioritize education alongside 
enforcement, emphasizing that “testing alone is not 
enough building understanding and fostering a culture of 
clean sport are essential for lasting change.”

He also stressed the importance of independence for 
GADA, calling on members to act with courage, 
fairness, and long-term vision.
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“Your loyalty must be to the law, the athlete, and the 
integrity of Ghanaian sport,” he warned. “Build 
institutions that outlive personalities and resist undue 
influence.”

Ghana aims to become a regional leader in anti-doping Ghana aims to become a regional leader in anti-doping 
efforts, demonstrating that African countries can uphold 
global standards with credibility and independence. The 
government pledged continued support but emphasized 
that true success depends on the board’s resolve to act 
ethically and transparently.

“Your loyalty must be to the law, the athlete, and the “Your loyalty must be to the law, the athlete, and the 
integrity of Ghanaian sport,” he warned. “Build 
institutions that outlive personalities and resist undue 
influence.”

Ghana aims to become a regional leader in anti-doping 
efforts, demonstrating that African countries can uphold 
global standards with credibility and independence. The 
government pledged continued support but emphasized 
that true success depends on the board’s resolve to act 
ethically and transparently.
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Hon. Kofi Adams Urges Graduate Students’ 
Association To Prioritize Sports Research For

Development
Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams, Minister for Sports and 
Recreation, has called on the Graduate Students' 
Association of the University of Ghana (GRASA UG) to 
take an active interest in sports research as a vital tool for 
advancing sports development across the country.

During a recent meeting with the executive members of During a recent meeting with the executive members of 
GRASA UG, Hon. Adams emphasized that research in 
sports disciplines and management is key to 
transforming the sports ecosystem. He highlighted the 
importance of building a comprehensive database for 
local teams and support bases to enhance performance 
and strategic planning.

He urged the Graduate Students' Association to encourage athletes and young sports enthusiasts to take active roles in 
sports, emphasizing that engaging in sports fosters discipline, health, and community building.
Hon. Adams concluded by urging GRASA UG to take a leading role in promoting sports participation and research, 
which are crucial for the growth of Ghana’s sports industry.

One pressing issue discussed was the negative impact of 
the use of artificial turf, specifically AstroTurf, on 
athletes' health and performance. Hon. Adams pointed 
out that comparative studies between artificial and 
natural turf are essential to inform safer and more 
effective sports infrastructure decisions.

The Minister also stressed the need to involve young The Minister also stressed the need to involve young 
people in the development of traditional recreational and 
sporting activities, aiming to elevate them to a level of 
national and international competitiveness. "We need to 
open up opportunities in the sports ecosystem, and 
young people must be at the forefront of this 
development," he said.
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Hon. Kofi Adams Urges The Local Organizing 
Committee To Successfully Deliver The 15th 
Africa Arm Wrestling Championship, Titled 

“Accra 2026.”

The Minister for Sport and Recreation, Hon. Kofi 
Adams, officially inaugurated the Local Organizing 
Committee (LOC) for the 15th Africa Arm Wrestling 
Championship, dubbed “Accra 2026,” at the Ministry’s 
conference room. During the ceremony, he emphasized 
the importance of the committee’s role and tasked them 
with ensuring the successful hosting of the event.

In his keynote address, Hon. Kofi Adams highlighted In his keynote address, Hon. Kofi Adams highlighted 
Ghana’s dedication to promoting sports excellence and 
fostering unity across the continent. He stated, “This 
championship is more than just about strength and 
competition; it’s about bringing nations together and 
celebrating our diversity through sport. Every sport 
deserves a pathway to success, and every athlete 
deserves recognition.

He reflected on the growth of arm wrestling in Ghana, 
adding, “Today, we see how far the sport has come, and 
I am proud to be part of an initiative that emphasizes 
structure and progress.”

Mr. Charles Osei Asibey, President of the Ghana Arm Mr. Charles Osei Asibey, President of the Ghana Arm 
Wrestling Federation, expressed confidence in Accra’s 
ability to host a world-class event. “We aim to showcase 
Africa’s talent and hospitality. The dedicated 
professionals and sports enthusiasts on the local 
organizing committee will work tirelessly to deliver an 
event that will be remembered for years to come,” he 
stated.

Following their selection for their expertise and passion 
for sports, the committee members took oaths of service, 
committing themselves to the seamless planning, 
organization, and execution of the championship.

Mrs. Maame Afua Houageto, the newly appointed 
Chairperson and representative of the Ghana Tourism 
Authority, shared her enthusiasm. “We are honored to be 
entrusted with this responsibility. Our focus will be on 
detailed planning, engaging the community, and 
promoting African strength and resilience through arm 
wrestling,” she said.

The seven-member committee includes:The seven-member committee includes:
-  Mrs. Maame Afua Houageto (Ghana Tourism  
    Authority) – Chairperson

-  Dr. Kofi Addo-Agyekum (Kofikrom Pharmacy Ltd) – 
   Vice Chairperson

-  Mr. ACI Gordon Saah (Immigration Service - Security 
    Ghana)

-  Mr. Edwin Amankwah (Global Media Alliance)-  Mr. Edwin Amankwah (Global Media Alliance)

-  Mr. Gideon Hammond (Deputy Director General, 
    F&A – NSA)

-  Miss Jessica Kwarteng (Ministry of Sports and 
    Recreation, Protocol Officer)

-  Mr. Andre Ackah (Advertisers Association of Ghana)

This team is set to work diligently to ensure the success This team is set to work diligently to ensure the success 
of Africa’s premier arm-wrestling event in Accra in 
2026.
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Images from the Meeting with the LOC of the 
15th Africa Arm Wrestling Chanpionship
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Akyem Oda Set For Transformation: Completion 
Of Stadium To Foster Unity, Development, And 

Youth Empowerment.

In a promising move towards community development 
and youth empowerment, a high-level meeting was held 
recently between the Minister for Sport and Recreation, 
Hon. Kofi Adams, The Akyem Kotoku State delegation 
led by His Gracious Majesty Oseadeeyo Dr Frimpong 
Manso IV included Kwarko Aning Secretary, Osabarima 
Ankomah Bempong, Obrempong Tabi Anom and Nana 
Ama Agyeiwaa Agyekumwaa, and representatives from 
Zi Jin Golden Ridge Ltd, led by Vice President Jason 
Zhang, Sustainability and External Relations. The 
purpose of the gathering was to discuss the construction 
of the Akyem Oda Sport Stadium, a project poised to 
bring significant social and economic benefits to the 
region.

Hon. Kofi Adams emphasized the transformative 
potential of the stadium, stating, "Building this stadium 
Hon. Kofi Adams emphasized the transformative 
potential of the stadium, stating, "Building this stadium 
will create jobs and unlock potential economic 
opportunities for our community. Sport is a powerful 
tool for development, it's a platform to nurture our 
youth, promote healthy lifestyles, and foster unity 
among our people."

Dr. Frimpong Manso IV expressed his support for the Dr. Frimpong Manso IV expressed his support for the 
project, highlighting the importance of environmental 
sustainability, cultural respect, and inclusivity. “Our 
community’s welfare and heritage must be at the heart of 
this development. 

This stadium is more than just a sports facility; it’s a 
symbol of progress and unity,” he said.

 He also welcomed Zi Jin Golden Ridge Ltd as a key 
stakeholder, emphasizing the company’s potential to 
contribute positively beyond its mining operations.

Jason Zhang, Vice President of Zi Jin Golden Ridge Ltd, Jason Zhang, Vice President of Zi Jin Golden Ridge Ltd, 
conveyed his enthusiasm for supporting community 
development. “We are committed to making a 
meaningful impact in Akyem Oda. We look forward to 
collaborating with all stakeholders to ensure this project 
benefits the entire community and leaves a lasting 
legacy,” he stated.

This collaboration marks a significant step towards 
transforming Akyem Oda into a hub of sports, culture, 
and economic growth. The proposed stadium is expected 
to catalyze community cohesion, youth development, 
and sustainable progress, setting a shining example of 
how corporate and government partnerships can drive 
positive change.



08

Vice President Naana Opoku-Agyemang Praises 
Ghana’s Sports Sector, Commits Support For 

National Growth

In a show of strong support and encouragement, Vice 
President Professor Jane Naana Opoku-Agyemang 
today paid a working visit to the Ministry of Sports and 
Recreation, highlighting the vital role of sports and 
recreation in Ghana’s development. During her visit, the 
Vice President received updates on current initiatives 
and progress within the ministry, reaffirming her 
commitment to fostering a thriving sports ecosystem in 
the country.

Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams highlighted Ghana’s progress in 
sports safety, governance, and funding. The Ministry 
responded to a supporter’s death by suspending the 
Premier League, conducting safety audits, and creating a 
Sports Police Unit. 

Following boxer Gabriel Olanrewaju’s death, they 
overhauled boxing regulations and introduced national 
medical protocols. The Ministry cleared over USD 
904,000 in overdue salaries for Black Stars staff, and 
Parliament passed the Ghana Sports Fund Bill to finance 
sports infrastructure and development. 



09

The Vice President commended the sector Minister for 
his excellent leadership over the past year and 
emphasized that service to humanity remains the core 
calling of public servants. She highlighted the 
importance of a proactive approach to addressing the 
needs of Ghanaians and pledged her support, 
particularly in ensuring the timely release of logistics 
and resources to facilitate the ministry’s work.

She also celebrated the contribution of sports and 
recreation to Ghana’s economy, noting that the sector 
plays a significant role in national development. Her 
positive remarks inspired confidence in the future of 
Ghana’s sports industry and its potential to contribute to 
social cohesion and economic growth.

Mrs. Wilhelmina Asamoah, Chief Director of the 
Ministry, expressed gratitude for the Vice President’s 
thoughtful visit, describing it as a motivation for 
management and staff to continue their hard work and 
dedication. 

The visit has been seen as a boost to the sector’s morale, The visit has been seen as a boost to the sector’s morale, 
encouraging continued excellence in service to Ghana. 
This visit underscores the government’s commitment to 
developing a robust sports sector, with leaders working 
collaboratively to ensure Ghana’s sporting talents are 
nurtured and celebrated on the global stage.  
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Ghana Launches New Era In Sports Financing 
With Inauguration Of Ghana Sports Fund 

Governing Board

Ghana took a significant step forward in sports 
development today with the official inauguration of the 
Governing Board of the Ghana Sports Fund, a move 
aimed at transforming how sports are funded nationwide.

Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams, delivering remarks at the Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams, delivering remarks at the 
ceremony, emphasized that this moment marks the 
beginning of a new chapter for Ghana's sports, a chapter 
characterized by transparency, accountability, and 
strategic investment. He highlighted that for many years, 
the sports sector had called for a reliable funding 
mechanism to support athletes, federations, and 
infrastructure, and today’s event signifies that this 
aspiration is becoming a reality.

“The Ghana Sports Fund is designed to change how sport “The Ghana Sports Fund is designed to change how sport 
is financed and how opportunity is distributed,” Adams 
stated. “Funding has long been uneven and unpredictable. 
This Fund will mobilize resources transparently for athlete 
development, grassroots sports, infrastructure, and 
capacity building. It introduces planning where there was 
uncertainty, equity where there was imbalance, and 
accountability where there was discretion.”

The initiative is the culmination of years of advocacy, The initiative is the culmination of years of advocacy, 
policy discussions, and political will, notably under the 
leadership of former President John Dramani Mahama, 
who committed to elevating sports as a core component of 
national development. The process began with a Cabinet 
Memorandum, followed by parliamentary approval of the 
Sports Fund Bill, and culminated in the formalization of 
the Act 1159 with Presidential Assent.

The Minister underscored that while the Fund is a critical The Minister underscored that while the Fund is a critical 
tool, leadership, governance, and discipline are equally 
vital. “The Governing Board carries a significant 
responsibility. Your decisions must reflect fairness, 
transparency, and strategic thinking. This Fund must serve 
sport, not interests. It must reward performance, not 
proximity,” he urged.

He also called on federations and athletes to embrace the He also called on federations and athletes to embrace the 
new system, emphasizing that structured proposals, clear 
programs, and measurable outcomes are essential for 
success. “If we get this right, young people will see sport 
as a viable pathway, and Ghana’s presence on the 
continental and global stage will grow stronger,” Adams 
added.
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The inauguration was attended by key government 
officials, sports administrators, federations, and 
representatives of the media. The members of the newly 
constituted Governing Board now bear the responsibility 
of ensuring that the Fund is managed effectively, with 
integrity and in the best interest of Ghanaian sport.

As Ghana embarks on this new journey, Hon. Adams As Ghana embarks on this new journey, Hon. Adams 
expressed optimism that the Ghana Sports Fund will 
catalyze development, enabling athletes to excel and 
fostering a resilient sports ecosystem.

The membership of the board includes the following:
- Prof. Koryoe Anim-Wright (Board Chair)
- Dr. David Wuaku   Fund Administrator 
- Azumah Nelson- Azumah Nelson
- Yaw Ampofo Ankrah
- Ernest Thompson
- Mrs Wilhelmina Asamoah
- Mr Duah Alhassan Oteng
- Mrs Deborah Adei Djanie
- Ms Belinda Plange
- Hon. Rachel Florence Appoh- Hon. Rachel Florence Appoh
- Hon. Dickson Kyere-Duah
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East Legon Academy Honors Hon. Kofi Iddie 
Adams For Dedication To Ghanaian Sports

In a heartfelt gesture, East Legon Academy presented a 
citation to Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams in recognition of his 
unwavering dedication and exemplary leadership in 
advancing the sports sector in Ghana. This underscored 
the minister's significant contributions to grassroots 
football development and his role as a mentor to emerging 
talents.

Mr. Winston Yeboah Dansu, Director of the East Legon Mr. Winston Yeboah Dansu, Director of the East Legon 
Academy, expressed gratitude to Hon. Adams, describing 
him as a beacon of good leadership and a source of 
inspiration for the current and future generations. "Your 
genuine interest in nurturing grassroots football and 
developing young talents is commendable. It is leaders 
like you who will transform our sports landscape," he 
stated.

Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams highlighted the challenges facing Hon. Kofi Iddie Adams highlighted the challenges facing 
the Ghanaian football development system, noting that it 
is capital-intensive and requires substantial investment. "It 
takes longer to see returns on investment, but I am 
delighted to see young, enterprising individuals like you 
investing in grassroots football. Your efforts are vital for 
discovering and nurturing our future stars," he added.

Hon. Adams emphasized the importance of strategic Hon. Adams emphasized the importance of strategic 
collaborations. "I look forward to engaging more with 
visionaries like you to explore how our collective efforts 
can bring about the much-needed transformation in 
Ghanaian football.

This will also help us tailor policies to effectively address 
sector challenges," he said.

The sports Minister proposed the organization of a The sports Minister proposed the organization of a 
"homecoming" tournament for young Ghanaian athletes 
born abroad. He explained that such initiatives would 
foster a sense of belonging and national pride among the 
diaspora youth, while also promoting integration and 
unity.

The Minister was pleased to learn that East Legon The Minister was pleased to learn that East Legon 
Academy had already taken steps in this direction by 
hosting its maiden event last year, which featured over 12 
young athletes and their coaches. "Creating platforms for 
our talented youth, regardless of where they are born, is 
crucial for the growth of Ghanaian football," he affirmed.

This recognition and dialogue mark a step forward in This recognition and dialogue mark a step forward in 
Ghana’s effort to harness grassroots talent and build a 
sustainable sports ecosystem driven by dedicated 
leadership and community engagement.
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Ghana Commercial Bank Aims To Become The 
Official Bank For The Ghana Sports Fund

In a  a move to bolster the nation’s sporting ambitions, 
Ghana Commercial Bank (GCB) has expressed its interest 
in becoming the official banking partner for the newly 
established Ghana Sports Fund. The proposal was 
discussed during a high-level meeting with the Ministry of 
Sports and Recreation held at the Ministry’s conference 
room on January 27th, 2026.

Mr. Linus Kumi, Head of Corporate Banking at GCB, Mr. Linus Kumi, Head of Corporate Banking at GCB, 
articulated the bank’s vision to catalyze national pride 
through sports. He emphasized GCB’s commitment to 
investing in local talent, sports infrastructure, and youth 
development programs. “We believe that sports can unify 
our nation and inspire greatness. Partnering with the 
Sports Fund as the official bank will enable us to channel 
resources effectively and ensure proper management of 
funds,” Mr. Kumi stated. He also assured that GCB would 
facilitate transparency by providing detailed accounts of 
how the funds are utilized.

The proposal has garnered support from Hon. Kofi 
Adams, Minister of Sports and Recreation, who voiced his 
The proposal has garnered support from Hon. Kofi 
Adams, Minister of Sports and Recreation, who voiced his 
enthusiasm for the partnership. He stressed the importance 
of securing a reliable financial partner to support athletes, 
coaches, and various sporting projects across Ghana. 
“This partnership, if it materializes, will not only provide 
financial stability but also demonstrate corporate Ghana’s 
dedication to nurturing our sporting heroes,” Hon. Adams 
remarked.

The meeting discussed the draft memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) that aims to formalize the 
partnership, outlining GCB’s role in managing the fund’s 
accounts, offering tailored financial products for athletes 
and sports organizations, and implementing transparent 
disbursement processes.

Hon. Adams described the partnership as a significant step Hon. Adams described the partnership as a significant step 
forward in Ghana’s journey toward sporting excellence. 
“This is the beginning of a new chapter, where finance and 
passion unite to elevate Ghanaian sports to new heights,” 
he said.

As discussions continue, the collaboration between Ghana As discussions continue, the collaboration between Ghana 
Commercial Bank and the Ministry of Sports and 
Recreation promises to be a pivotal move in empowering 
Ghana’s sporting talents and inspiring future generations.
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